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DEPARTMENT OFTHE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Finding on a Petition To
List the Pallid Sturgeon

AGENCY: Fish andWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice ofPetition Finding.

SUMMARY: The U.S. FishandWildlife
Service(Service)announcesa 90-day
petitionfinding for apetitionto amend
theList of EndangeredandThreatened
Wildlife andPlants.Thepetitioner
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presentedsubstantialinformationthat
listing thepallid sturgeon
Scciphirhynchusa/bus)maybe
warranted.
DATES: Thefinding announcedin this
noticewasmadein September1988.
Commentsandinformationmaybe
submitteduntil furthernotice,
aDc~RESsEs:Questionsor comments
concerningthis finding shouldbe
submittedto theMissouri Ri~’er
Coordinator,Fish andWildlife
Enhancement,P.O.Box 986, Federal
Builc.ing, Pierre,SouthDakota57501.
The petition,finding, andsupporting
dataareavailablefor public inspection,
by appointment,duringnormalbusiness
hoursat eitherof thei..illowing Service
Fish andWildlife EnhancementOffices:
Suite405, 134Union Boulevard,
Lakewood,Colorado80228 or Room
308A, 225 SouthPierreStreet,Pierre,
SouthDakota57501.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dr. Kent K. Keenlyne,Pierre(605/224—
8693), or Dr. JamesL. Miller, Denver
(303/236—7398orFTS 776—7398),at the
aboveaddresses.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

Background
Section4(b)(3){A) of theEndangered

SpeciesAct (Act) of 1973, asamendedin
1982 (18 US.C. 1531 etseq.),requiresthat
the U.S. FishandWildlife Service
(Service)makeafinding on whethera
petition to list, delist, or reclassifya
speciespresentssubstantialscientificor
commercialinformationto demonstrate
thatthepetitionedactionmaybe
warranted.To themaximumextent
practicable,this finding is to bemade
within 90 daysof receiptof thepetition,
andthe finding is to bepublished
promptly in theFederalRegister.If the
finding is positive,theServiceis also
requiredto promptly commencea
reviewof thestatusof theinvolved
species.

TheServicehasreceivedandmadea
90-dayfinding on thefollowing petition:

A petition fromMr. PeterCarrelswas
datedMay 25, 1988, andreceivedby the
Serviceon June18, 1988. Thepetition
requestedtheServiceto list thepallid
sturgeon(Scaphirhynchusa/bus)as an
endangeredspecies.Statusreview for
thepallid sturgeonwasinitiatedby a
noticeof reviewpublishedDecember30,
198~(47 FR 58454).

The petitionstatedthat thepallid
sturgeonis knownonly from the
Missouri River, andtheMississippi
Riverdownstreamfrom themouthof the
Missouri River. The petitionand
accompanyingdocumentationindicated
that thesurvivalof thespeciesis
threatenedby adecliningpopulation,

alterationof watertemperaturesand
quality, blockageof fish movement.
apparentreproductivefailure,
hybridizationwith theshovelnose
sturgeon,andpastandpresenthabitat
destructionor modification.After a
review of thepetition,accompanying
documentation,andreferencescited
therein,theServicefoundthat the
petitionpresentedsubstantial
informationthattherequestedaction
maybe warranted.Within 1 yearfrom
thedatethepetitionwasreceived,a
finding asto whetherthepetitioned
actionis warrantedis requiredby
section4fb)(3)[B) of theAct.

Author

This noticewaspreparedby Dr. Kent
K. Keenlyne,Fish andWildlife
Enhancement,P.O. Box 986,Federal
Building, Pierre,SouthDakota57501
(605/224—8693).

Authority

The authorityfor this actionis the
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973,as
amended(16U.S.C.1531 et seq.;Pub. L.
93—205,87 Stat. 884; Pub. L. 94—359,90
Stat. 911; Pub.L. 95—632,92 Stat.3751;
Pub. L. 96—159,93 Stat.1225; Pub.L. 97—
304, 96 Stat. 1411);Pub.L. 99—625,100
Stat.3500 (1986), unlessotherwisenoted.

List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part17

Endangeredandthreatenedwildlife,
Fish,Marine mammals,Plants
(agriculture).

Dated: February13.1989.
BeckyNorton Dunlop,
AssistantSecretaryfor Fishand Wildlife and
Parks.
[F’R Doc.89—4130Filed 2—22-89;8:45am)
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